
Nevada Reno Mission  
November 22, 2020 

Member Missionary Coordination Training Meeting 
Minutes 

Presiding: Elder Johnson, Area Seventy  

Attending: President Dunn 

Conducting: President Dunn  

Welcoming by President Dunn of the Nevada Reno Mission  
Zoom / technology by Brother Darren Foote, Exec Sec for Elder Johnson - who presides at 

this meeting - joining us via zoom.  

5:10pm: President Dunn 
Approximately a year ago, I received my assignment to be mission president of the Nevada Reno 
Mission. It was a shocking event for me as I was at my son's home in sparks. And then 
assignment came and immediately said, Do not go to the mission entire report, which is July. 
That of course, set my wife and I into a bit of a tailspin. And we were thrilled to come to Nevada. 
This is a return for me to the place where I was a boy was 12 to 14 years old, and lived in Carson 
City.  

During eighth grade, my family moved to Lovelock. I love Nevada. It is a big part of my youth 
and a big part of a scout of yours. I'm thrilled to be here. Part of my assignment as mission 
president is was from The Quorum of the Twelve. They gave me the responsibility to bring on 
Facebook, and social media as a means for sharing the gospel within the area of the Nevada 
Reno Mission, including all the stakes and wards, and all the members and missionaries that are 
here.  

This unique tool allows people to connect with one another. That's the purpose of Facebook. It 
allows one person to connect with another person to share an idea. 

You've seen all kinds of things posted on Facebook and other forms of social media. We can also 
share gospel messages, our thoughts, our feelings, and our love for our Savior Jesus Christ. I'd 
like to show a video - They (Elder Bednar/Members of the Quorum of the Twelve) will share a 
few ideas. 



Video of Elder Bednar sharing remarks from the BYU Education Week devotional: 

Good morning brothers and sisters, Susan and I are grateful to worship together with you in this 
Brigham Young University Education Week devotional. In 2009, I delivered a message to the 
young adults of the church entitled Things as they really are, and discuss the spiritual potential 
and pitfalls of various technologies in our modern world. my remarks today build upon and 
extend that previous message. We are blessed to live, learn and serve in this most remarkable 
dispensation. An important aspect of the fullness that is available to us in this special season is a 
miraculous progression of innovations and inventions that have enabled and accelerated the work 
of salvation. messages and pictures that used to require days, weeks and months to send and 
receive now can be communicated around the world in seconds. Social media channels are 
global tools that can personally and positively impact large numbers of individuals and families. 
And we do not need to spend inordinate amounts of time creating and disseminating elaborate 
messages.  

We in our messages should be authentic, rather than to argue, debate, condemn or be little edify, 
and uplift. Be courageous and bold, but not overbearing. Following these simple guidelines will 
enable members of the church around the world to create and shared messages that will cause the 
light to shine forth out of darkness.  

I invoke this blessing upon that you may have eyes to see clearly both the possibilities and the 
pitfalls, that you may increase in your capacity to use these inspired tools appropriately. Brothers 
and sisters, what has been accomplished thus far in this dispensation, communicating gospel 
messages through social media channels is a good beginning, but only a small trickle.  

Beginning at this place on this day, I exhort you to sweep the earth with messages filled with 
righteousness and truth messages that are authentic, edifying and praiseworthy and literally to 
sweep the earth as with a flood. 

Message from Elder Uchtdorf: 

To my shock, the main tool to stay on top of my work while A personal computer. For the first 
time in my life, I had to delve into this strange, mystifying, incomprehensible world. From the 
start the computer and I were not on the friendliest of terms. ABLE Tech people tried to teach me 
how to use the computer.  

They literally stood behind me reaching over my shoulder, their fingers moving quickly and 
tapping a percussive Symphony against the keyboard. See, they would say proudly. That's how 
you do it. I did not see. It was a rocky transition. My learning curve was more like a brick wall. It 
took a great deal of time, repetition, patience, no small amount of hope and faith, lots of 
reassurance from my wife, and many liters of a diet soda that shall remain nameless.  



Now 22 years later, I am surrounded by computer technology. I have an email address, a Twitter 
account and a Facebook page. I own a smartphone, a tablet, a laptop, and a digital camera. And 
while my tech skills may not quite mesh up to those of a typical seven year old, for for a 
septuagenarian I do. All right. 

Message from President Russell M. Nelson: 

I invite you, just for the next seven days. To turn social media into your own personal gratitude 
journal. Post every day about what you're grateful for, who you're grateful for, and why you are 
grateful. At the end of seven days, see if you feel happier, and more at peace, use the hashtag 
give thanks. Working Together we can flood social media with a wave of gratitude that reaches 
the four corners of the earth. 

Returning to President Dunn after the three apostles and our Prophet: 

President Dunn, says, Okay, you've now heard from three apostles and our Prophet. And I know 
many like myself say I've got too much gray here to be able to learn how to do Facebook or do 
something else on my phone, or my tablet or my computer, But we just heard from Elder Bednar 
age 69. Elder Utchdorf age 77, and our beloved Prophet, age 96, encouraging all of us to use 
technology to flood the earth and using Facebook, in our mission, to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Over the next several minutes, you'll hear missionaries from your mission, from our 
mission, those who live and serve with you about how you can use Facebook to flood the earth. 

(Starting of by) Message from Elders Lowery and Richards: 

Brothers and Sisters, we really do hope you can feel the spirit that we do right now. Thank you so 
much President Dunn for those amazing words. Today, just like what President Dunn said we 
want to talk about how we can use social media to further invite others to come into Christ and 
spread the gospel to everyone around us.  

To start out, it can be broken into four simple steps, great ways that we all work together in order 
to flood the earth with messages of Jesus Christ. So we've got a video breaking it down to those 
four simple steps. 

Video on Facebook shared and found at: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/ComeuntoChristinReno/videos/?ref=page_internal (<-click here) 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/ComeuntoChristinReno/videos/?ref=page_internal


Next, sharing slide 3, by sister missionaries: 

That video share with us a few simple ways that we can participate - our dear prophet President 
Russell M. Nelson, invitation to join in on the greatest cause and the greatest way to gather in 
Jacob 5: 

70 And it came to pass that the Lord of the vineyard sent his aservant; and the servant went and 
did as the Lord had commanded him, and brought other bservants; and they were cfew. 
71 And the Lord of the vineyard said unto them: Go to, and alabor in the vineyard, with your 
might. For behold, this is the blast time that I shall cnourish my vineyard; for the end is nigh at 
hand, and the season speedily cometh; and if ye labor with your might with me ye shall have joy 
in the fruit which I shall lay up unto myself against the time which will soon come. 

We are the Lord's servants and it's our responsibility to use the tools that the Lord has given us to 
nourish and to prune his vineyard so that we may be able to expand other most parts of the 
vineyard to find those who are willing to let God prevail. 

Right now that tool is technology that is Facebook. 

As we heard earlier, Elder Bednar said that his tool Facebook will help transform the the trickle 
of our efforts into a flood, he then exhorting us to sweep the earth messages filled with 
righteousness and truth. Facebook gives us that perfect opportunity to speak the earth with 
messages as we were able to post our testimonies, our talents and the ways that the Gospels 
influence our lives to others that they can influence theirs and so that they can see that light of 
Christ. 

(As you read thru this slide thru the slides 4-8) So the first thing that you can do to transform 
this trickle into a slot is by liking the local Facebook page. There are eight local Facebook pages 
spread out geographically, all across northern Nevada and Quincy so to like the Facebook page, 
you'll log on to your local or to your personal profile and go to the search bar and type in your in 
Elko - come into Christ in winnemucca. Wherever you are, there's a Facebook page. By clicking 
on the Facebook page, you'll then be able to like the Facebook page by liking you become a 
follower of the Facebook page which will constantly nourish you with uplifting posts and 
messages that will help you on your gospel journey. 

And to make sure that you see these uplifting posts and messages you can prioritize our page. 
Essentially what this means is that when you open your Facebook The first thing you'll see is our 
posts whether or not the first posts have been posted. So to do this, you go to your settings, click 
news feed preferences, and then be able to go and click see first and click our page to see first in 
doing so, your feed will be afflicted with lots of listing posts that will show the life of Christ. 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note70a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note70b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note70c
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note71a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note71b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note71c


Next, set of  missionaries sharing after sister missionaries and starting on slide 9-11: 

So what we can do to help us after you've liked the page is very simple. How you can help 
further the work is, So it says up here comments and this is a very useful so how you can help us 
further the work of the lord. We want to invite you to comment on all of our Facebook posts we 
post the reasons why we invite you to do this is because it will make it more visible to your 
friends. The friends that don't like the page Facebook will work with their news feed to make 
sure that they'll be able to see it. And the other reason is, it opens up conversations with the 
comment so people can be nourished. And when there's a lot of comments and a lot of likes, 
engagements, people will be intrigued by the post, and they'll be able to watch, watch the video 
or read the comments and see the uplifting messages of Christ.  

And lastly, why we invite you to come is so you can bear testimony, we invite you to bear your 
testimony on our posts. So the gospel principles that stick out to you get a benefit of your life. 
Because the people that come in contact or see your posts or your comment, they will be able to 
feel uplifted by your testimony, and the spirit will be able to work through them. And here on the 
next slide, we're gonna, this is so these are right here are examples of what an ideal comment 
would look like (slide 10).  And so this is from a post on the Facebook page, following Christ in 
Elko and it and they posted it says we all have had hard things to overcome. But through Christ, 
we can gain hope, no matter what we're going through, how do you feel joy and happiness 
through Christ? Here's a quick example. One, we wrote, he says, I find joy in Christ with my 
family. How do you feel his love at Elder Richards? So we, we invite you to, to, you know, share 
a quick or how you can write a positive comment for us. And help us out is by answering the 
question, these comments that we have here, they answered the question that we asked, because 
all of our posts, leave the invitation. And that invitation is something that you can do to help us 
for the work. And the last comment is, is this as this is one of my favorite scriptures, I find 
happiness in Christ when I help others. And these comments are short and sweet. And they're to 
the point. And that's what we invite you to do is write short comments that can uplift people. 

And the last way that are the most important way that you can help us is by sharing our 
Facebook posts. When you share our Facebook posts, it leads into normal and natural ways to 
share the gospel. It will have your friends can come to you and ask questions about what we 
believe and why we believe these things. And it also expands the page reach when you share our 
posts, your friends will be able to access the post, though, they'll be able to look at it and be 
nourished by the uplifting words of Christ.  

And lastly, it shows the gospel in your life. It shows the gospel as a lifestyle, and how you 
prioritize Christ in your life. And that can be intriguing to others as well. (Personal testimony 
from elder) And I can just share my testimony that I know that as you comment and share on our 
posts that we will be able to find new people to teach, we'll be able to find new people who need 
to hear Jesus Christ, who needs an uplifting message to heal during these strange times 



Next presentation by Elder Pusey, starting on slide 12-15: 

In the 4 months as we have accepted this prophetic invitation from President Nelson members of 
the quorum of the 12. To use Facebook in our finding and teaching efforts. We have seen many 
blessings. The first is with the exponential growth of our Facebook pages as seen here. As you'll 
see on this next slide, we have eight pages in the Nevada Reno Mission seven, Northern Nevada 
one and Quincy.  

We have been working to make sure that these pages are community pages so that way as we 
work together, we can help the people in these geographical areas find Christ that are looking for 
them. As missionaries, we have two primary ways of finding God's children who are ready to 
hear about the restoration. The first is through what we call Facebook finding. This is where 
missionaries will search up a tag a hashtag and join a group or simply searching a name that they 
received from Revelation. from Facebook finding we have had 146 people have been taught at 
least one of the lessons from preach my gospel. Seven people are currently on date for baptism. 
And two people have been baptized as a result of Facebook finding.  

The other way that we're reaching out to God's children is through paid advertisements. It's 
where we'll take out an advertisement. We've had numerous things such as what we pray for 
finding a message of hope or looking for god in your life. 

In the month of October alone, we taught 26 lessons to people that we found on Facebook. eight 
of these people have been referred to missionaries in their local area, so that way they can work 
with their assigned missionaries to come closer to Jesus Christ. This is only Beginning of our 
efforts on Facebook, I know as we continue to follow the prophet and accept the will of the Lord 
and using Facebook, you'll see many blessings and many more come closer to Christ as a result 
of our efforts. 

Next presentation by elders, starting on slide 16-18: 

Social media is all about building relationships in the digital space. So the question is, how do 
we open the minds and hearts of those that meet on social media to receive the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, that is, by then receiving messages from those that love and trust their friends, neighbors, 
families, that’s us, you and me?  

So what messages do we share? those messages are stories, there are many ways a story can be 
told. And as we share on social media, it will touch the hearts of our loved ones and many others. 
Different stories touch different hearts. People are touched through music, arts, sports, etc. But 
mostly by our personal testimonies and stories. And they will see the light of Christ even more 
apparent in their lives.  

Our talents and passions are part of the Lord's toolbox that he can use to help touch other 
people's hearts. So we tell these stories using our talents, whether that's music, art, videography, 
or even drawing parallels between your hobbies and gospel principles. The local missionaries 
will work with you to create specialized messages for those who are looking for the truth in your 
area. We've been sent to the earth with our talents, and that's in large part to help you on the 



Israel. So get with your missionaries this week, and use your talents to create a specialized 
message for someone in your area. 

Now, this is very new to us. The post we share are not perfect, but the stories you share are, so 
we need feedback on what we can and what we can improve on and on what we did good. 

And we need that feedback, So we can Furthermore, and how we can flood the earth with the 
Spirit of the Lord.  

Now, we would love to show a little excerpt from a video from the Ponczoch Family (CC Stake 
President) and they showed a great way of how their family share, lives the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and that as we watch him, think about what you want. 

(President and Sister Ponzcoch) Every morning we read scriptures to start the day. Normally on 
Saturday and Sunday, we discussed what we have read during the week. scriptures are sacred 
writings of the prophets and have the purpose to help us know Christ and to follow him. 

Each week, we set aside time on one night to do something as a family. We call it family home 
evening. We start with a song and prayer. There's a lesson that is spiritual nature. And then we 
do gamer activities a family. We read and study the Bible. There's so much to learn about Christ 
from that holy book of Scripture. One part of the New Testament that sticks out to me is when 
Paul says for I'm not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. For is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believers, we try to teach our children to not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ 
and to keep him as a focal point in their lives. 

 Next presentation by sister missionaries, sharing slides 20-21: 

We have heard so many different ways that we are able to share the gospel through Facebook. 
Everything that the Lord asks us to do, He grants us blessings for.  

And Jacob 5:75 it says,  

75 And it came to pass that when the aLord of the vineyard saw that his fruit was good, and that 
his vineyard was no more corrupt, he called up his servants, and said unto them: Behold, for this 
last time have we nourished my vineyard; and thou beholdest that I have done according to my 
will; and I have preserved the natural fruit, that it is good, even like as it was in the beginning. 
And bblessed art thou; for because ye have been diligent in laboring with me in my vineyard, and 
have kept my commandments, and have brought unto me again the cnatural fruit, that my 
vineyard is no more corrupted, and the bad is cast away, behold ye shall have djoy with me 
because of the fruit of my vineyard. 

As we labor in the Lord's vineyard, we will be blessed not only temporarily, but spiritually as 
well. In Malachi 3:10, it reads, the windows of heaven will be opened, and the Lord will give us 
so many blessings that we will not have enough room to receive them.  

Right now we can share the gospel with the click of a button. That is Facebook. This is the 
greatest work that we have been asked to do to help bring others under Christ. We invite you to 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note75a
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note75b
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note75c
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note75d


contact your missionaries today, give us feedback and pray for missionary opportunities. Let us 
unite together and labor and the Lord's vineyard on Facebook. And we say these things in the 
name of thy son Jesus Christ, amen. 

Returning back to President Dunn of the Nevada Reno Mission - Mission President, he 
says, Brothers and Sisters you’ve seen the enthusiasm of the missionaries, we've been counseled 
to link that with the steady in of the members.  working on Tuesday as some of the missionaries, 
with your steadiness. Let's make Facebook pages, something that we do together to share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. We need you. We love you. I am constantly amazed at all of the efforts 
that the members give to support and help and shares throughout the mission. You're wonderful. 
We love you. And we're so grateful for your assistance and help.  Especially in these weird times. 
When we are less than able to do normal activities. We have to wear masks. We have to do other 
activities that we might otherwise choose.  

A couple of things I just want to remind you all number one, our dear prophet has reminded us 
to all be posting both on our personal profiles, as well as on the pages about hashtag give thanks.  

Please make the pages and profiles overflow with your testimonies of the Savior Jesus Christ and 
His love, not only for you, but for our neighbors and friends. Shortly we entered the Christmas 
season, what a wonderful time to share gospel messages of the birth of Jesus Christ. Everyone 
loves to have one more Christmas song in their life. Everybody loves to see one more Christmas 
video. I love them all. And I know that you'll find a lot of good comment content on our 
Facebook pages as we have been working on them together with you some stakes, we'll be 
posting a great number of posts on our pages. And we're grateful for your participation as we 
work together to share the light of Christ. During this special time. You'll also be given 
opportunities to light the world as we have in previous years.  

Again, you will see posts to our various pages that you can then share with your friends onto 
your personal profiles. As you do this, you bear your witness in a normal and natural way with 
your friends and neighbors. You invite them to come unto Christ. Elder Johnson will now address 
us for a few moments. After his remarks. Sister Larson will give our closing prayer. 

Closing Remarks by Elder Johnson, Area Seventy: 

Brothers and sisters, I am so grateful for what we have heard this evening. I want you to know 
how much I love President and Sister Dunn and all that they are doing to bless our area here with 
their missionaries. We love the missionaries, and we are grateful for the leadership that President 
and Sister Dunn provided. We're grateful for this presentation tonight. This comes by assignment 
from the quorum of the twelve this particular topic and we're going to have a guess as members 
working with our full time missionaries and social media.  

We've heard terms tonight like flooding the earth overflowing social media, and things like that. 
And that is the expectation. This is a new chapter in member, missionary work. This is not just a 
result or a bandaid during the COVID challenges. But this is something that is going to continue 
even after COVID is behind us. And so we are grateful for this opportunity to learn how to do 
social media. I'm thankful to President Nelson for having first talk repentance before he talked 



about the need to utilize social media because I've had to repent from this. I'm not, I've never 
been a fan of using social media. But our vision has has changed and we're grateful now for the 
opportunity to do this. And we would hope that each of you in your own lives with your own 
families would take advantage of this and participate in what Elder Utchdord has called this 
divine reset. We want Ward councils to consider how they can best support missionaries in this 
endeavor as well.  

In the weekly Ward, missionary coordination discussion, we hope that this has been discussed as 
well. And so this is a wonderful opportunity.  

And I will just close by sharing with you my testimony, that there will be a new energy in this 
work, there will be more people who will be touched by this. And if we are obedient to the what 
we have heard this evening, and if we will implement it, I can testify that there will be more who 
would come to the waters of baptism as a result of this. This is the Lord's way of reaching out 
and allowing us as members to participate in normal and that troll ways. I testify that Jesus 
Christ is the head of this church, that he lives, and that he speaks through His Prophet, President 
Russell M. Nelson. And our obedience to these councils of these teachings will bless our families, 
will protect our health and give added protection to our families as we participate in this 
member missionary work. And I leave this testimony with you and I do so in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

Closing Prayer: Sister Larsen 

President Dunn, Nevada Reno Mission President 

Elder Ren Johnson, Area Seventy


