
Purpose and Duties of the High Council 
 
Doctrine & Covenants 124:131 “And again, I say unto you, I give unto you a high council, for the 
cornerstone of Zion.”  
 
1. Serve as a liaison between the stake and your assigned ward. Assure that information and 
instruction received in stake council and stake high council meeting is disseminated to assigned 
units. Be the eyes and ears of the stake presidency. Keep the stake doctrinally pure.  
 
2. Train yourself using the church general handbook (chapters 1-4, 6.5, and 8) then train those 
you serve.  
 
3. Extend callings as assigned. Use the (Stake Calling Form) whenever possible, to initiate a call 
and to verify completion of the proposed calling. Assure that the person called has all the 
appropriate materials and training to successfully fulfill their assignment.  
 
4. Hold personal interviews with your unit priesthood leaders regularly.  
 
5. Report regularly to a member of the stake presidency regarding the health of your assigned 
units.  
 
6. Meet regularly with elders quorum presidencies in assigned units, and teach them their 
duties. Make sure that ward missionary coordination meetings (huddles) and ward temple & 
family history coordination meetings (huddles) are being held regularly and functioning 
properly.  
 
7. Meet regularly with elders quorum presidencies in assigned units as well as quorum second 
hour meetings.  
 
8. Meet regularly with the bishopric in assigned units when invited by the bishop or directed by 
the stake presidency.  
 
9. Meet regularly with the ward council in assigned units.  
 
10. Attend stake meetings, including high council, stake council, priesthood leadership, and 
adult leadership committee. If you must be unavoidably absent, be responsible to notify the 
stake executive secretary.  
 
11. Thoughtfully and prayerfully prepare assigned sacrament meeting talks using the topics and 
references assigned by the stake presidency. Bishops may be consulted as to any items they 
wish to have covered in the talk.  
 



12. Take full responsibility for any stake organization you may have been assigned to oversee. 
Unitedly work with the organization presidencies and leaders in all their duties and efforts.  
 
13. Use the North America Southwest Area Plan to teach the importance of ordinances and 
staying on the “covenant path” as well as their recent direction to “increase membership in the 
church through convert baptisms”.  
 
14. Magnify your calling as a leader in the stake:  
 
a. As you represent the stake presidency, act with all the honor and dignity inherent in your 
calling.  
b. When acting in your calling, white shirts and ties are always appropriate.  
c. Read scriptures and pray daily.  
d. Hold a current temple recommend and regularly attend the temple.  
e. Recognize, teach, and use the power of councils as taught by Elder Ballard.  
f. Maintain strict confidentiality.  
g. Model correct behavior.  
h. Constantly seek teaching topics and be prepared for teaching opportunities. 
 i. Keep and honor the Sabbath day. 
 j. Teach and testify of the importance of ministering to members in a “higher and holier way”. 


