
Reflecting on October:
How did you see God’s hand, while serving in your calling?

______________________________________________________________________________

I have seen the hand of God in the faces of the Primary children as they perform their Primary
Programs.  The light in their eyes is a reflection of their testimonies.

Rita Hemmert - Stake Primary - 2nd counselor
______________________________________________________________________________

I have seen the hand of God in many ways this past month. Many of them are too close to share,
but one of them has been the opportunity to serve with my wife and work closely with her as we
work on Temple and Family History.  That has been a very tender mercy.
Dave Chamberlain - Stake High Council
______________________________________________________________________________

In our coordinating council we received great training and renewed focus on the NASW Area
Presidency’s singular focus for our area on growing the Church through increasing convert
baptisms. Also, setting apart Sisters Sam Mahler and Amy Jamieson as proselyting missionaries
and Elder Khyree McPherson as a service missionary were spiritual experiences.

Ryan Dobbs - Stake President
______________________________________________________________________________

I had the opportunity to feed the missionaries at a zone meeting they had.  When I picked up the
food that was to be served, I felt impressed that what we had wasn’t going to be enough and I
should get some more.  It ended up being a good thing I listened to the prompting and got more
because the missionaries were hungry, and we in fact would not have had enough food to feed
them.  It was a testimony to me that the Lord is aware of his missionaries and is looking over
them.  I’m grateful that I was able to be an instrument in His hands.

Shawn Chamberlain - Stake RS, 1st Counselor
______________________________________________________________________________

I went to the temple with some of the new and returning members of the church. Although many
canceled, others came who were not expected including a few less active and one nonmember.
What a pleasant surprise and tender mercy.

Bro.  Danny Hunsaker - Stake High Council



______________________________________________________________________________
At times I can become overwhelmed by all that needs to be done. My weaknesses and
shortcomings are magnified when I question my own abilities and yet I know that greater growth
comes when we are asked to step outside our comfort zone. No fun, but a necessary part of HIS
plan and purposes.

While studying "Come Follow Me" I read a suggested talk by Elder Scott  (How to Obtain
Revelation for Your Personal Life) that reminded me to lean more on HIM rather than my own
experience and capacity.

"Our Heavenly Father did not put us on earth to fail but to succeed gloriously. It may seem
paradoxical, but that is why recognizing answers to prayer can sometimes be very difficult.
Sometimes we unwisely try to face life by depending on our own experience and capacity. It is
much wiser for us to seek through prayer and divine inspiration to know what to do. Our
obedience assures that when required, we can qualify for divine power to accomplish an inspired
objective."

Paul Keele - Stake Presidency, 2nd counselor
______________________________________________________________________________

Because of my calling, I viewed several Primary Sacrament meeting programs thus far with new
eyes, ears, and heart.  I was touched by the Spirit more immensely as I saw and felt this rising
generation of children wanting to build a foundation of faith.

Marla Smith - Stake Primary Secretary
______________________________________________________________________________

I saw God's hand in our stake during the stake youth standards night on Oct 23, as all of our
Stake Youth Council members testified to the blessings of living the standards in the updated
guide, For the Strength of Youth: A Guide for Making Choices. I felt the spirit testify of God's
love for the youth of the church and that Jesus Christ is truly the strength of youth, and my own
strength as well. Brother Roger Mooney shared a very memorable message about putting on the
armor of God (he put on his fireman armor, complete with mask) which keeps us safe and allows
us to engage in the Lord's work of saving souls.

During the Why I Believe Fireside on Oct 16, Brian Wilk of the Beaumont ward, Kimberly Glass
of the Skyline ward, and Alejandra Arellano of the Tahoe North ward bore powerful witness of
God's hand in each of their lives. Their testimony helped the rest of us in attendance feel of God's
love and see His hand in our own lives.
Sean Jolley - Stake Presidency, 1st Counselor



______________________________________________________________________________

As I was preparing for our upcoming Stake Leadership training meeting, I felt the need to visit
Salt Lake for some materials that might help our Primary leaders.  We go there often, but I am
usually busy enjoying my family and grandchildren and I purposefully put away work so I can
enjoy our time spent together. I truly felt the hand of God as I was able to find materials and
needed resources for our meeting all in one day!  After feeling really good and ready to return
home the following day, I received a phone call from my daughter who needed me to help, if at
all possible, with our 7 year old granddaughter Goldie.  She had become very sick with a high
fever/cough and was unable to attend school.  I was able to help my daughter, which allowed her
to return to work as well as her family for several days, which was the amount of time I had
originally planned to spend in Salt Lake!  This experience was another reminder to me that the
Lord is truly in the details of our lives.

Janet Muir - Stake Primary, First Counselor
______________________________________________________________________________

Anytime I am called, set apart, and actively serve in my calling I get a steady flow of ideas to
make the calling successful.  Serving on the high council I’ve experienced this pattern. For
example, I am currently assigned to oversee the addiction recovery meeting.  Thoughts entered
my mind how I can grow the program by talking about it and explaining it to ward leadership.
People joined the program as they’ve heard about it.  In addition, I have stewardship over self
reliance classes and I make recommendations to the stake presidency about who should serve,
when the classes should be held, and what classes are conducted; I’ve felt inspiration in those
recommendations.

Jon Hiatt - Stake High Council
______________________________________________________________________________

I saw the Lord's hand in my calling, when not sure how to lend help and support to a
struggling Primary because of their low numbers, our stake presidency was inspired to
change ward boundaries. This change made it possible for this Primary to have a complete
team of teachers and activity leaders.  This was so encouraging to this Primary president to
start off fresh, now that she's fully staffed. I know this was only one of the reasons that
this change was made, I felt many prayers were answered, as I know the Lord loves us and
is very aware of our needs.

Susy Gonda - Stake Primary President
______________________________________________________________________________



I saw God's hand while serving the past few months in my calling as I witnessed transformed
missionaries return and report on their missions and testify how the gospel of Jesus Christ has
changed their lives, the lives of their families and the lives of those they taught on their missions.
My faith has been strengthened as I witnessed President Dobbs and his counselors first-hand
make inspired boundary changes, callings and releases which I have felt would serve to
strengthen the faith of the members of our stake. My faith has also been strengthened as I have
witnessed some who have recently received new callings, in particular Sister Ruth Ann Hiatt and
Brother Matt Taylor, exercise their faith by accepting, embracing and immediately striving to
magnify those callings. As I have met with and been taught by those with whom I serve, I see the
Lord's work continue to move forward despite the opposition and have been inspired to make
changes in my personal life to become a better and stronger disciple of Christ!

Gordon R. Muir - Stake Executive Secretary
______________________________________________________________________________

If I have a recurring thought come to me, I recognize it is the Spirit guiding me, and I see it as
God’s hands guiding His work.  I had the idea to put together a Stake Youth Choir for the Sept.
Stake Conference.  There are many people that can conduct a choir, but only a few can inspire
teenagers and entice them to want to come to rehearsal.  Janet Pulleyn’s name was played over,
and over, and over again in my mind, and she definitely exceeded all expectations.  Janet
instantly said yes, and when we sat down to go over possible music selections, Janet suggested
the song, “I Will Be What I Believe” as a youth/primary duet.  I came home and listened to it.   It
was absolutely beautiful.  It was a definite yes, but this was no undertaking.  We asked youth
leaders in each ward to organize two ward practices, during the month of August, and Janet lead
two practices in September.  I also asked all of the primary presidents to help teach the song, and
almost everyone was beyond supportive and jumped right in.  A crazy idea to feed them a snack
inbetween the morning practice & Stake Conference came together, thanks to Stake YM, YW
and Primary Presidencies.   The effort was huge, but absolutely worth it.  I felt the music at Stake
Conference touch my soul, only the way music can.  As we stood to sing the last verse of, “I
Know That My Redeemer Lives” with the Stake Youth Choir, I felt an electric energy.  To say
those words out loud, in the form of music, declaring it with hundreds of other members was a
testimony building moment for me I will never forget.  I’m grateful for the way the Spirit puts
ideas in my mind, and with the combined effort of many, His hands are everywhere.

RuthAnn Hiatt - Stake Music Chair

______________________________________________________________________________



My recent thoughts reflect upon the blessings we receive as members of the Lord’s restored
Church and the revelatory guidance we receive from modern-day prophets and apostles.  I
always look forward to General Conference and receiving inspired counsel from the Lord’s
ordained servants.  We are living in a confusing and troubled world and our only true safety and
protection comes from heeding their counsel and warnings.  I pray to have the discipline and
wisdom to stand in holy places.

Bob Smith - Stake Patriarch


